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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an electronic 
camera for compatibly reducing invalid information 
efficiently and improving image quality. 
SOLUTION: This electronic camera is provided with a 
dark part gradation conversion part for gradation- 
converting image signals corresponding to linear 
conversion characteristics in the case that the input 
gradation value of picked-up image signals is darker 
than a prescribed value and a bright part gradation 
conversion part for gradation-converting the image 
signals corresponding to nonlinear characteristics for 
satisfying both conditions (1) and (2) mentioned 
below in the case that the input gradation value of the 5 s i 2 
image signals is brighter than the prescribed value. ~ 
(1) An inclination for practically equalizing the average noise amplitude of the image 
signals regardless of an output gradation value is provided. (2) Offsetting is performed so 
as to be continued with the gradation conversion characteristics of the dark part gradation 
conversion part. 
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